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“ :, : Intelligence Agency ' and!/ entl-Castro 
•r.nhnnq n (a axfremnlv unlikelv that 


f A rhuddllng of fact and fiction takes 
a f giant tumble, forward this weekend 
&4.AJ3C presents "The Trial of Leo Ho r 

itAir nomalrl M Thlo lia tlin. tnlnuloln^ flllr 



i^!-X ^ . *H;* •■ . * • ji 

is. pretending to be in the «buslti6fls 'of ip They’d? who? The possibilities are 
objective truth when the finished prod- ! A mcrous. • -• 

uct is very nearly 
"spfcculativb aa 1 


early as manipulating and ^ Elsewhere (he distortions range from| 
a,' Mr* Mailor’i essay Jttun j |.? r petty t6 serious. A Cuban woman, whBj 

'/lAihltV'^gh ^ 'e^i(ra »Kn M«ii ricttfflM .tilth nnltin T\A n f in f ' 


Mar- ■, * Ityi and beyond the device of wholly 
fllmv-f. fictional context, /Tho Tflal of t Lee 
had\/ kaivby Oswald’? Is a not. tefribly subtle 
« M - 1 ^ ~ - exercise 


vdy, Oswald." This In the television J 

that asks the question: If Oswald 

lived to stand trial for the 1063 asiasfci* \ Wlcmlc masquerading as pn 

nation of John F. Kennedy, would he ] n objective Justice. Richard Freed, the 

have been found guilty or in/iocent? ; producer, who has been trying to sell' 
Further, If guilty,’ did ho act alone or ( tho project since 1905, has found that 
as part of a conspiracy? To help the .,.: “now the public was willing to ro-ex- 
audiencc decide on those "facts," the /y amine Issues that they might previously 
production adopts tho fiction that Os- V* have regarded as closed,"/ ' t.v 
wald was not killed by Jack Ruby. That 'ViU-;/: 
astonishing scene, carried live on na- 


goneral •comparison Or Jttet.prpsccutpr ;*^tne script-tail: 
arid defense att'orVicy 1 , clVdfactdriidtiOnV . / \vais pfnccci in a mental Institution. And, 
should su f f l<i^ :*V ; . ^ t -one. paint, tho prosecution is seen 
Both men are capable; 1 both are coni-fefe getting a call from /'PrcsidpnUohnsoiyA 

with the evident warning to keen the! 


pctltlvo and tough, Cut, 
prosecutor (played , by 
while establishing that 


tlonal television, Is now reduced to Os-/ 1 
wald being momentarily startled by a 
photographer’s flashbulb. 

Sitting In a bulletproof glass case, 
Oswald does go to trial, in 1964, while 


/In effect, Vietnam and Watergate A 
havo made compulsive skeptics or us , 

. all., That iri. itself may not be bad but 
\ it also need not make us uncritically 
, gullible consumers, of the worst that 
can be imagined. Despite all the hew 1 l 

. la wyers TorMie delete ’ and pro^ec^ 'yt Infoirnajton that has come to light 

tlon frantically track down solid leads ' A 0 C-I.A,, ^the Fcdcrnl Bureau , 

and seemingly . wild) speculations. Os* Investigation, ahti-Castroites and the ■■■; 

wnld's own past, especially his marriage A a .[, a ’A 0 » conc,IM y. c , c ‘l; se ’.‘I s .A 6 , 1 ? 

to Marina, a Russian, is traced largely gathered to prove tlmt Oswald didn t 
through flashbacks. A: A / •?<* a , Ione - The consp racy theory is n- 

■ .The trial ,1s brought to a conclusion, ’ ■ 

but ABC is not yet disclosing the film’s . , v, 7J < ? / Vi; , A A Ai vr ^ a' .• 

ending/ That won’t be revealed Until ‘ * * 1 Robert E. 1 Thdmpsdn’s script obvious- 

SUnday,/' evening. (The four- 
I' pteductibh is being shown ffn two 

1 trfriight arid Sunday, from ,9 toJ w m - — t 
addition, the tens of millions of VleWert^^Vs,- !t?oIs, intuition and empathy, 
will be asked to mail in ballets, pub- l^m^slng Rjyself .in the period and the 
lished in the current TV Guide, with^. pa^idipants/? And there, precisely, Is 
their own verdicts. The tabulated re-’Vp! ; How .much are 

suits will.be announced next ;Friday^ ; : • ntuitlo^ -to be trusted 

driftmlng on ABC’s * "Good MOTriinftj'M !lh tHe tf ottrtfyal of supposed fact? At 
America." The wiles of vf marketing personal • Journallsni, 

strategists recognize no bounds. » ^ ' ,n?de$ the dre^t of popular fashion, they-; 
: *l . v . • ;;,A.An >•> Vi. idre^ indeed admired ^ariid t rewarded.: 

A Pulling th'eivertHci .Aside, then,' we • (Truth Is relative, toi^. requiring ^ 

are left with an extraordinarily clever. , great. leaps ^of imagination in ordef to- 
and disturbing mixture of incbntrdvert-■ , V? 6 glimpsed at all, One magazine paid v 
ibfe fact, feasible conjecturfe, unsub^ > Ncrrmari; Mai erjA rcpOTtedly.hefty suni‘ 
stanliatfcd rumor and outright dlstor. for his' highly -Speculatlve luminat bnS 
tion. Much of the "evidence" has only 
been uncovered In ' recent; years Tp 
tile wake of Watergate and revelations 
•about close ties between the Central •* 


, ’in' tho «ri'd; .the with the evident warning to keep the' 
Investigation out of ccrln n arcni l 
r?-;J*^$>l#There Is no .evidence ;lhat . Lyndon fit 
w f «w Os.wald : ) ^^..the ^;j Johnson 'interfered lft?j-atiy way with- 
method, mea na jv ‘ ^,and ■; bpbbrtU^nUj^^ of the assassination, |4 

commit the crime % hlh^eir/ rt^ froi(h' : theso a#icj ; many other 
find a • motlve.'-!rina!iy, f ^1 1^ tio a^ki' ns ta ric*3. t vOjf • ‘ tinkering 'M\h facts, the 

on a theory ofvaek’ual j6aldtisyji^thKtj| fe;^rbddcU6n‘ sometime^ '^becomes un-v 
Oswald became infuriated when MarlniVfV-ihedessaHly.tltillftUng.fA^ 
refused to go to bed with him anddn-; 6f some homerfhovie ^dqtage of the nS;?. 
sisted on watching Kennedy i \ arrival vf sassinatlon famdus "ZaprudeK 

in Texas the day before the. aSsassina- film’l—is shown several times to no 
tioh. The. theory lea^e^fcudfi;f6'B6. apftdVeht purpose, except possibly t0»* 

. • i ^* S^ : ' ; rV g^’*Jclose-up;of'a juror with a large 

MeaiiWhiie; vihq ^CfenaeH^ (tome 1 unn ’ n S ! down her face. At outs 

Greene), unearthS ^^liny^b^Weeh w Py.l^K the Atrial v judge .observes that 

wald arid the C.I.A.^FiB.I. aric 
Cubans, : arid Is cbh^f incedji 


arid-'&ssorted f rcase demands extraordinary lati- 
:ed ; tethat the tdde/j So does this television film. The 

u 'fr.'-l i t'l mldirtnnn MAtr .,/vf A M i. U 


on the i Kennedy ^assasamatiori. V/jVhy 
.^shouldn’t .teleyisibri, indulge In the s&rhe i 

gianie?.' ; : 'V . ' ; vv- j V •■•. 

/ Well,’ ns rioted, in this case television ■ 


accused wa^ set up . as a ilMtsy" hV- V audience may - vote- is it wants, but 
one br more groups >5.0sWald;^admitS^V.^ of Lee Harvey Oswald has 

nothing, blit when the riawyer ^ been, exploited, ;:npt answered. iV 

him a newspaper headline - aboufe; a v^^Tjlevlsion,^/^ programming 

Mafia figure being shot in^Miarrii^he clectrohiC jotirriallsm and pop-" 

winces noticeably and saySh, "There’s .J/Jut^r^ritertainment. has a special obli- 
no immunity for me'. Tliey’d ■ . A. . " . gatl qri\to di stinguish clearly between 

i.fact and-fictiofi.-The medium cannot 
affdrd to. indulge ariibivalentiy in "what 
if" hypotheses. In the instance. of this 
ABC produCtibh, the-net. effect is a dis\ 
getV.lcfe to art; kudieridb; that is likely to 
be Ibft feittiei .misled hr confused; Anw ; 

other trcatmenTof Oswald, TieTrig pf6- 
I pared bv CBS, contends it contains no 
j fictiorial. material and will be subjected 
I to thb scrutiny of CBS blows for an ac- 
1 curacy check. Comparison should prove 
valuable and perhaps provocative. 


